viii                     Introduction.

dependent upon the stories of eye-witnesses, who have
passed away, for descriptions of these obsolete customs ;
so will it be with many of the common forms of
Hinduism. In the mean time, that those who come
after us may know the form the religious life of the
past assumed, it is the duty of those who have seen
this gigantic system in full force and activity faithfully
to describe what their "eyes have seen, and their ears
have heard."

W. J. W.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

THIS edition to a large extent is a reproduction of the
former one, but not entirely so. Parts have been
re-written, parts condensed, considerable changes in the
arrangement of the chapters have been made, and the
whole has been carefully revised. In its present form
it is hoped that it will prove even more acceptable than
in its original one.

W. J. W,
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